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MISSION
To advance public awareness of the U.S. Confrérie de la Chaîne des 
Rôtisseurs, its history, purpose and programs through scholarships, 
charitable giving and educational activities.
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THE CHAÎNE FOUNDATION

The Chaîne Foundation is a 501c3 non-profit 

charitable organization dedicated to promot-

ing the values of La Chaîne des Rôtisseurs. The 

Foundation has an impressive history of finan-

cial stability, but has identified a growing need 

for support, especially in these difficult times. 

As the Foundation nimbly adapts to address this 

changing landscape, we are developing exciting 

new strategies, and hope to build sustaining 

partnerships with our national membership and 

like-minded stake-holders. The important work 

of “paying it forward” through philanthropy, 

grants, and scholarships is more critical than 

ever. We are dedicated to supporting our future 

leaders in culinary, oenology, and hospitality. We 

invite you to join us.

Confrérie de la Chaîne des Rôtisseurs
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HISTORY CHAMPION US

Established in 1994, The mission of the 

Confrérie de la Chaîne des Rôtisseurs 

Foundation is to advance public awareness of 

the U.S. Confrérie de la Chaîne des Rôtisseurs—

its history, purpose and programs—through 

scholarships, charitable giving and educa-

tional activities. The Foundation grew out of 

its forerunner, the Chaîne Educational Fund 

which was a part of the Chaîne USA itself. 

Today’s Chaîne Foundation operates inde-

pendently of the Chaîne promoting its mission 

with the support of the US membership at 

large and generous corporate sponsors. 

 Ϛ Spread our Mission

 Ϛ Recommend and Cultivate Potential 

 Ϛ Donors  Donate Personally  

 Ϛ Link to your Matching Work Program  

 Ϛ Support our Professionals  

 Ϛ Gift in Celebration or in Memoriam  

 Ϛ Donate Auction Items  

 Ϛ Bid on Items at our Auctions  

 Ϛ Participate in Foundation Experiences!

 Ϛ Become a Foundation Friend

“…may I give a million ‘thank yous’ 
throughout this whole letter. You’re helping 
out a hard working (2 jobs, full-time 
school) independent mother achieve her 
dreams, and help her in the future provide 
better for her family. You’re very gracious 
to award me of five hundred dollars 
in 2018 and 2019. My heart is full of 
happiness. Thank you a thousand times…”

GRATITUDE

“…I have had some time to think about the honor 
bestowed upon me. Of all the scholarships presented 
to me this was the most important personally. I 
am humbled. I will forever have my knowledge, 
my education and pride of being the first women 
Culinarian to be presented with the Chaîne des 
Rôtisseurs in memory of Cornelia Walmsley. Thank you 
all so greatly. This generous gift helped lessen a financial 
burden tremendously. Much gratitude and respect…”

GRATITUDE
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FRIENDS of the FOUNDATION
Our Foundation Friends program honors donations of $1000 or more with recognition at annual 
Grand Chapitres; in our print and online publications; and at members-only events. In 2021, 
friends can look forward to exclusive Foundation Experiences.

The Friends of the Chaîne Foundation is a group 

comprised of major donors to the Confrérie de la 

Chaîne des Rôtisseurs Foundation. 

Donors who give $1,000 or more a year to the 

Foundation will automatically be designated 

Foundation Friends and entitled to the benefits 

of the program which include:

 Ϛ A Foundation Friend pin for their 

Chaîne ribbons 

 Ϛ A listing in Cuvée Magazine for as long as 

they maintain their membership in the group

 Ϛ Inclusion on a plaque of donors to be 

displayed in the Chaîne National office

 Ϛ Members-only events planned such as 

private gatherings with famous vintners, 

back-of-the-house tours, interactive 

cooking classes, dining experiences at the 

Grand Chapitre

All funds raised through this program will be 

used to support the education of young culinary 

students and sommeliers.

To become a Foundation Friend, contact the 
Chaîne National Office at 973.360.9200 
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LEGACY CAMPAIGN
Our Legacy Campaign will launch in 2021. Personalize your donations - honor family and 
friends; mark a celebration; give in memoriam, or give anonymously. Donors and honorees 
will be acknowledged at all levels. It’s a win-win for everyone. Fulfill your philanthropic goals 
through one of our vehicles that works best for you. Your donations are appreciated.

CHAÎNE FOUNDATION - THE LEGACY CAMPAIGN
Corporate Donors & Sponsors • Unrestricted Donations

To make a donation, become a Friend of the Foundation, or become a sponsor: Chaîne Foundation

DONOR PATRON FRIEND ANGEL LUMINARY

$100-$499 $500- $999 $1000 - $4999 $5000-$9,999 $10,000 or more

Acknowledgment Letter

Cuvée (online listing)

Certificate of Appreciation

Cuvée Extra! & Cuvée listings

Exclusive Foundation Rosette Award

Cuvée listings & Social Media

Spotlight Profile
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Individuals donate to charitable organizations 

for many reasons from “paying it forward” to 

recognition. Tiered donor levels increase op-

portunities to acknowledge commemoratives 

& memorable moments (in memoriam; in cele-

bration: birthdays, anniversaries, achievements, 

etc.). Donations can be made in multiple names 

if both donors are members.

CHAÎNE FOUNDATION - THE LEGACY CAMPAIGN
Individual Donors • Unrestricted Donations

To make a donation, become a Friend of the Foundation, or become a sponsor: Chaîne Foundation

DONOR PATRON FRIEND ANGEL LUMINARY

$100-$499 $500- $999 $1000 - $4999 $5000-$9,999 $10,000 or more

Acknowledgment Letter

Cuvée (online listing)

Friend Pin Angel Pin Luminary Pin

Certificate of Appreciation

Cuvée Extra! & Cuvée listings

Milestone Recognition (#years of giving)

VIP Grand Chapitre Foundation Experience

Spotlight Profile

CHAÎNE FOUNDATION - THE LEGACY CAMPAIGN
Bailliages & Regional Donors • Unrestricted Donations

To make a donation, become a Friend of the Foundation, or become a sponsor: Chaîne Foundation

DONOR PATRON FRIEND ANGEL LUMINARY

$100-$499 $500- $999 $1000 - $4999 $5000-$9,999 $10,000 or more

Acknowledgment Letter

Cuvée (online listing)

Certificate of Appreciation

Exclusive Foundation Rosette Award

Cuvée Extra! & Cuvée listings & Social Media
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SCHOLARSHIPS
Many culinary students in Chaîne communities across the country live at or below the poverty 
line, and the aspirations of obtaining a culinary education are often out of reach. The money we 
raise not only stays locally, but will also be matched by Chaîne Foundation, thereby resulting in 
even more money to local students. It makes a profound difference in their lives. 

A LETTER OF THANKS FROM  
CHRISTOPHER A. CAPUANO, PH.D.  
PRESIDENT, FAIRLEIGH DICKINSON UNIVERSITY

Getting to know the Confrérie de la Chaîne des Rôtisseur Foundation through your 
engagement with Fairleigh Dickinson University has been a true pleasure for me. Now 
rebranded as the International School of Hospitality, Sports, and Tourism Management, 
the School now offers two distinct concentrations with the inclusion of Sports 
Management as of July 2020 and continues to provide a comprehensive educational 
experience and training of students for entry into the sports management and tourism 
and hospitality occupations at the professional level. There is no doubt of the impact 
that the Confrérie de la Chaîne des Rôtisseur Foundation has made on our students as 
detailed by the testimonials that follow. Because of you, 64 students were able to pursue 
their education without the added pressure of how to finance their dreams, a financial 
relief that is especially consequential now as students will continue to 
have greater need due to the long-term economic hardships 
on their families caused by the COVID-19 pandemic.

These are challenging times for us all, and it 
speaks to your generous nature of giving time 
and resources that help our students succeed. 
Through your philanthropy, you have not 
only invested in their lives, but also in 
the livelihood of our future society.

Thank you for your commitment to FDU’s 
mission in preparing tomorrow’s world 
citizens through hospitality education. 
We couldn’t do what we do without you.
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SCHOOLS IN WHICH THE FOUNDATION DONATED FUNDS

ACF Education Foundation NSCC Foundation for the Randy

Alvin Community College Orange Coast College

American Culinary Federation Foundation OSU Foundation

Art Institute of Fort Lauderdale Questa College Foundation

Atlantic Cape Community Foundation Rayburn School of Culinary Arts

Cape Fear Community College Culinary Institute Renton Technical College Foundation

CFCC Foundation Schenectady County Community College

Cincinnati State Foundation Stratford University

College Foundation at Delhi SUNY Erie Community College

Daytona College of Hospitality & Culinary Management SUNY Schenectady Foundation

DCCC Foundation Chaîne Tampa Bay Chef’s Association Fundraiser at Fort Harrison

Des Moines Area Community College Tarrant County College 

East Carolina School of Hospitality Leadership The Culinary Institute of America

ECU Foundation School of Hospitality Trident Technical College

Fairleigh Dickinson University Hospitality School Walnut Hill College

Galveston Community College

Gateway Community College

Horry-Georgetown Technical College

Ivy Tech

Jacques Pepin Foundation

JCCC Culinary School

Johnson & Wales University, College of Culinary Arts

Kapiolani Community College

Keiser University

Lincoln Land Community College

Lincoln Land Community College Culinary & Hospitality Program

Maui College Culinary Arts Program

MSU Denver Foundation

Newbury College Scholarship

Nicholls State University
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YOUNG CHEF and YOUNG 
SOMMELIER COMPETITIONS
Our goal is to encourage the cultural differences in food & wine presentation and preparation 
using a traditional approach and be a major player in the transmission of knowledge.

These competitions encourage and promote 

competitive experiences, career development, 

professionalism, a means to showcase talent 

and creativity and helps to broaden appreciation 

of cultural differences. Switzerland organized 

the first competition in 1977; the US in 1990. 

Competitions are held at provincial, national 

and international levels in countries around 

the world. The Young Chef Competition “Jeune 

Commis” has been featured on Food Network 

and CNN. The Chaîne Foundation is proud to 

support these and other career development 

opportunities for young/aspiring professionals.
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Gabriella O’Neil, winner of the 

Young Chef’s competition in Kansas 

City in June, 2021; led for the first 

time in the 40 year history of the 

Chaine Young Chef’s competition a 

clean sweep of the top three spots 

by all female competitors.

Chain Kitchens are being built throughout 

the United States fostering education and 

 scholarships for young culinarians.
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WAYS TO GIVE

DID YOU KNOW?  

The largest single donation was a $25,000 

bequest from Buffalo’s former Bailli, 

Juris Consul Jerry Adner? The Foundation 

is independent of the Chaîne and has its 

own board? Foundation Experiences will 

be exclusive to Friends and larger donors? 

Years ago, when silver rose above $50 

per ounce, there were contributions of 

sterling serving pieces?

The Foundation welcomes all charitable giving, 

and is happy to work with you to steward your 

donation towards your chosen cause, using the 

best donation vehicle for you. Unrestricted Gifts 

allows the Foundation to respond to the needs 

of today and tomorrow.

 Ϛ Endowments/ Legacy Gifts

 Ϛ Planned Giving

 Ϛ Assets, Stocks, Bonds

 Ϛ Estate Plans, In Kind gifts

 Ϛ Charitable trusts

 Ϛ Charitable remainder trusts

How is the Chaîne Foundation funded?

MEMBERSHIP SUPPORT – In the last fiscal year 

90% of Chaîne members contributed using the 

donation line on the annual dues notice with 

many members giving over the minimum sug-

gested amount. 

THE FRIENDS OF THE FOUNDATION program 

consists of members who contribute $1,000 or 

more per year in unrestricted funds. Their names 

are prominently featured in Chaîne publica-

tions and major events. There are also special 

friends- only events our national meetings. 

CHAÎNE ENDOWMENT FUNDS are established 

by members who contributed at minimum 

$10,000 in one year to establish an endowed 

fund. These members receive permanent rec-

ognition under contribution; the funds are 

restricted to build foundation assets. These in-

dividuals are permanently recognized in Cuvée 

and at the annual meetings and are included in 

friends-only events for their lifetimes. 

CORPORATE SPONSORSHIPS - Several corpo-

rations provide grants, monetary supports or 

gifts in kind to advance to mission of the Chaîne 

Foundation 

ANNUAL ONLINE AND LIVE AUCTIONS – 

Donations from our 6000+ members and 

corporate sponsors are the backbone of this fun 

and successful annual fundraising event.
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AUCTIONS
Auctions are one of the Foundation’s most significant sources of funding. 

Offerings include sensational luxury goods, exciting getaways, insider 

experiences, gourmet dinners, and remarkable selections of rare wines. Years 

ago, a tradition was born, and continues at our Grand Chapitres to this day:

In 1995, at one of our first auctions, Marty Rakowitz contributed a bottle of 1950 

Chateau LaTour. The successful bidder, Dave Wilson (who would later become 

Bailli Délégué) decided that the bottle, rather than consumed, would bring more 

joy if it were auctioned every year. And so, it returned every year for the next 

decade or so. A few years later at the Grand Chapitre in 2001 in Washington DC, 

Joel Spiro followed suit and donated one of his rare wines, a 1959 Chateau LaTour. 

This time Brooks Firestone was on the receiving end; he bought the bottle for 

$5,000, then promptly donated it back. Between those two bottles, well over 

$25,000 has been raised in scholarships.

DONOR & SPONSOR INQUIRIES 

Contact Oxana Niser
Chaîne des Rôtisseurs 
973.360.9200 or one of our Trustees.

The Chaîne Foundation 15



Confrérie de la Chaîne des Rôtisseurs
The Chaîne House at Fairleigh Dickinson University
285 Madison Avenue, Madison NJ 07940-1099
T: 973.360.9200 
F: 973.360.9330
E: oxanan@chaineus.org

CONTACT INFO

www.chaineus.org

http://www.chaineus.org



